



In 1997 a 501(c)3 Foundation was formed by the residents of Panorama with the 
blessing of the Corporation.  Its primary purpose was to raise funds for a new Activity 
Center to include an auditorium, a pool, a fitness center, and meeting rooms.  In 1999, 
the Foundation Board hired a Director, JoEllen Giles, and the fund raising began in 
earnest.   In 2004, the Corporation built the Aquatic and Fitness Center and the 
Foundation shifted its focus to building an Auditorium.  


The first stage of this project was the building and 
dedication of the Patrons’ Plaza.  A competition of 
local artists was held for the design of the fountain.  
Engraved bricks and benches to surround the 
fountain were sold to finance the project.  The 
Patrons’ Plaza was dedicated in 2006.  


In 2007 a capital 
campaign was begun 
to raise $4 million for 
the construction of an Auditorium.  Donations were 
received from the residents of Panorama, the Benevolent 
Fund, and the Corporation.  A Tree Naming activity “sold” 
the trees that were being added to the Auditorium 
landscaping.  Naming opportunities of parts of the future 
Auditorium were solicited and seats were “sold” with 
name plaques placed on the arm of the seat “purchased”.


In 2008, with $4.5 million in our “Build It Now!” account, 
our specifications were decided upon and a design-build 
contract was signed 
with Wade Perrow 
Construction.  A 
Foundation Building 
Committee hired a 
Project Manager, 
plans were drawn  
and approved, and 
construction began 
in August of 2008.  
By utilizing a design-
build contract, we were assured 
of no cost over runs unless we 
changed the plans.  We were 
determined to build a “senior 

LOOKING BACK
by Resident Elaine Coffman

“If you build it they will come!”



friendly” facility which could be accessed in every 
area by wheelchair or walker.  Wide seating was 
also required to allow audience members to remain 
seated with patrons able to move in front of them.  
Accessible seating for those with mobility 
challenges was provided.  All bathrooms were to 
have 17 inch toilets with grab bars.  A large 
bathroom with wheelchair access was included.  
ADA requirements were followed throughout.   

“Green” construction was utilized where feasible and, though we did not seek formal 
certification, we did achieve a Silver Certification level for “green” construction.  


The lobby and Green Room were intended to be used for meetings, if necessary.  
When the Auditorium was built, it was to be run by volunteers only.  Because of that 
stipulation, the control booth was designed to be very simple and easy to use.  An 
Auditorium Management Team of volunteers was established to set policy and 
oversee the use of the Auditorium.  The Management Team became our present 
Advisory Team “to act as the voice of Panorama residents by giving their perspective 
and support to the Corporation’s management of the Panorama Auditorium”.


An Open 
House was 
held on June 
24th and the 
Auditorium 
was dedicated 
on July 25, 
2009.  The 
ownership was 

legally transferred from the Foundation to the Corporation at that time.  The 
Foundation, with any remaining funds, was also legally transferred to the Corporation 
and became the Panorama Foundation which was later renamed as the Panorama 
Office of Philanthropy.




It was soon determined that the Auditorium could 
not be run by volunteers and professional skills were 
required.   A half time employee position became full 
time employment with Katherine Billings as the 
Artistic Director/Technical Coordinator who has 
continued to expand the creative potential and 
technical use of the Auditorium.  The total support 
from the Corporation, Katherine's expertise, and the 
incredible dedication of volunteers caused our 
Auditorium to thrive and expanded the opportunities 
available for the residents of Panorama. 




In the years that followed, the Corporation has 
made many upgrades to the technical systems 
and has developed our theatre space to near 
“professional” standards. 
The phrase “It Takes a Village” certainly applies to 
our Auditorium.  The Lifestyle Enrichment 
Department, with Grace Moore as the Director, 
plans and supports a large variety of 
entertainment, educational, and cultural events for 
the Auditorium.  The resident donations to the Office of Philanthropy, 
Meghan Vu, Director, provides for many special events.  Our IT, 
Operations, Graphics, and Housekeeping Departments maintain and 
upgrade systems and keep our Auditorium in pristine condition!   Our 
volunteer resident ushers, tech, and advisory teams along with resident 
performing groups (KPAN and Kaleidoscope) have become essential to the 
success of the Auditorium.


Yes, we built it … and they came!

In just 10 years our 
attendance to events taking 
place in the Panorama 
Auditorium grew from 22,000 
during FY 2009-10 to 
35,000-40,000 in FY 2018-19.


